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WCVB CHANNEL 5 WINS TWO 2015 GRACIE AWARDS 

FOR "WHO SAYS ROSEANN CAN'T RUN" AND "BREAKING THE SILENCE" 

  

Boston (March 9, 2015) – WCVB Channel 5 has been awarded two prestigious Gracie 

Awards by The Alliance for Women in Media (AWM).  WCVB has been honored with Gracie 

Awards in six of the past seven years running.  Over the past 40 years, the Gracies has 

recognized exemplary programming created by women, for women and about women in all 

facets of media and entertainment, as well as individuals who have made contributions to the 

industry.  A NewsCenter 5 report, "Who Says Roseann Can't Run," won in the TV - Local 

Market Outstanding Soft News Feature category; and a Chronicle program, "Breaking the 

Silence," won in the TV- Local Market Outstanding Magazine category. 

  

Who Says Roseann Can't Run: Roseann Sdoia, 45, lost her right leg as she attended the Boston 

marathon as a spectator.  Sdoia has become an inspiration through her recovery.  Her goal is to 

run again, and to focus on the future and helping others.  Roseann met Jothy Rosenberg in 

September 2013, a two-time cancer survivor, who lost his leg to bone cancer when he was 

16. Rosenberg formed the "Who Says I Can't" Foundation that focuses on helping financially 

with the lapses from insurance companies in paying to get amputees into sport legs. Sdoia agreed 

to film a documentary with Rosenberg if she could learn how to run again, and despite not being 

a runner, she said Rosenberg would have to learn too.  WCVB anchor and reporter Emily 

Riemer followed the pair through practice and got a look at early footage from the documentary.  

The story conveyed the challenges and pain of training with a prosthetic, but more importantly 

the unwavering spirit and strength that kept Sdoia and Rosenberg going.  Since the story aired, 

Sdoia and Rosenberg ran a 5K race as a milestone to recovery and to promote the documentary. 

Riemer helped produce the story, which was edited by Barry Mullin.  

 

Breaking the Silence: "Breaking the Silence" is the story of Jackie Reilly, a local student who 

was excited to begin her sophomore year at Syracuse. To celebrate her return to campus, she and 

her sorority sisters hit Fraternity Row. What happened next changed her life forever – and led 

http://www.wcvb.com/news/marathon-bombing-survivor-prepares-for-major-milestone/29710620
http://www.wcvb.com/chronicle/breaking-the-silence-campus-rape-epidemic/23460924


Jackie to courageously break the silence about an epidemic on campuses nationwide: sexual 

assault. NewsCenter 5’s Heather Unruh joined Chronicle to tell Jackie's story. And she reported 

on the efforts of Emerson students Sarah Tedesco and Jillian Doherty to reform the way schools 

investigate allegations of sexual violence. Kathy Bickimer produced this special 

Chronicle program. 

  

This year's 40th Anniversary Gracies Awards is being held on Tuesday, May 19 at the Beverly 

Hilton Hotel. The evening will honor such luminaries as Julia Roberts, Maggie Gyllenhaal, 

Olivia Munn, and Mae Whitman, among many others. Additionally, AWMF will bestow Cicely 

Tyson with the Lifetime Achievement Award for her groundbreaking work, giving a voice to 

women in film and television for more than 60 years. Local market, public, digital and student 

award winners will be recognized at the Gracies Awards Luncheon on June 22 at the Hilton New 

York. 

 

### 

  
The Gracies are presented by the AWM Foundation, the philanthropic arm of AWM which supports educational 

programs, charitable activities, public service campaigns and scholarships to benefit the public and women in the 

media. The Gracie Awards, established in 1975, honor programming and individuals of the highest caliber in all 

facets of radio, television, cable and web-based media, including news, drama, comedy, public service, documentary 

and sports.  More information on the Gracie Awards and the charitable non-profit Alliance for Women in Media 

Foundation is available at www.thegracies.org.  
  
WCVB CHANNEL 5 
WCVB is Boston’s broadcast/digital media leader, providing news, weather, sports, community service and 

entertainment on multiple platforms including WCVB Channel 5, wcvb.com, WCVB mobile and MeTV 

Boston.  Founded by community leaders in 1972, WCVB is committed to its mission to serve the region with quality 

local content.  In addition to 30 hours of NewsCenter 5 coverage each week, original offerings include Chronicle, 

the nation’s longest running local news magazine; CityLine, a weekly urban magazine program; and On The Record, 

a weekly political roundtable.  The station has been honored with numerous prestigious national broadcasting honors 

including multiple recognitions as Television Station of the Year by the National Gabriel Awards, the National 

Headliner Awards, the RTDNA Edward R. Murrow Awards, the regional Emmy's, Associated Press Awards, Walter 

Cronkite Award, duPont Awards and Gracie Awards.  WCVB, Boston’s ABC affiliate station, is owned by Hearst 

Television Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of the Hearst Corporation, a leading media company whose global 

holdings include 29 television stations and two radio stations.  Follow us on Facebook (wcvb5), Twitter (@wcvb) or 

Google+ (search +wcvb) 
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